
Revised Mass Schedule in Radharc na nOiléan cluster 

 

The Eucharist is the most beautiful prayer we have. The Mass was the final and greatest gift 

given to us by Our Lord - the gift of Himself. The Mass brings us together every week as 

members of the one community and as sisters and brothers of Christ.  Lots of things have 

changed down through the centuries, but the Mass has always remained and will always be, at 

the very centre of the lives of Catholic families and communities. 

We are blessed to have such a wonderful Christian tradition in Ireland. In every parish there are 

ancient abbeys and holy wells which remind us of that long and beautiful history. Today, we are 

blessed to have our parish churches. Even more so, it is a blessing to have communities of people 

who gather every single week – whether it be summer or winter, rain or shine – to pray the Mass 

together and live it during the week. 

Time brings changes. Our Church is very different today to what it was in times past. 

Thankfully, most of the changes have been good. We have seen a wonderful blossoming of 

involvement in our Church. The days of the parish been seen as almost the private property of 

the priest are, thank God, long gone. It is our parish, our Church. Our new diocesan plan is 

another step along that road.  

At the same time we have seen a considerable drop in the number of priests in our diocese and 

parishes. The three parishes in our cluster – Ballynacally-Lissycasey, Kildysart and Coolmeen-

Cranny – once had seven priests plus a priest chaplain in Cahercon School. Now we have a total 

of three. Perhaps, in the past the huge number of priests crowded out the laity and didn’t leave 

much room for people to play an active part in their Church.  

Things have changed. God works in mysterious ways. 

The drop in the number of priests makes it difficult for us to maintain the schedule of Masses we 

currently have in our three parishes. The average age of priests in this diocese is 63 years and it 

likely to increase further. However, the Eucharist is important for us and we are determined to 

continue to keep each of the five churches in our cluster of parishes alive as places of worship 

and as focus points for our communities. The only way we can do that is by reducing the number 

of Masses in our cluster so that we have one Mass each weekend in each church. Since 

Christmas, we have been discussing how best to do this with each of our pastoral councils and 

with our newly formed cluster coordinating group.  We have tried to come up with the best 

arrangement possible that is fair to everybody. 

 

 



We will have two, Saturday evening vigil Masses in our cluster – both at 8pm in Cranny and 

Ballycorick. We will have three Sunday morning Masses, one at 9.45am in Coolmeen and the 

other two at 11am in Kildysart and Lissycasey. We plan to introduce this new arrangement at the 

first weekend in April – just after the clocks move to summer time. 

There are also a few other changes that we should mention. Funeral Masses on Sundays will be 

celebrated in Kildysart and Lissycasey at the normal Sunday, 11am Masses. Sunday funerals in 

the other Churches – Ballycorick, Cranny and Coolmeen – will be celebrated at 12noon. 

We also plan to introduce other changes over the next while. After discussion with each parish 

pastoral council we plan to introduce fixed times in each church for the celebration of baptisms. 

We also hope to invite and train people to take on new roles in our parishes. This could include 

the reception in the Church of the remains on the occasion of funerals and leading the prayers at 

the graveside. It is also possible that due to illness or some other unexpected reason a priest 

might not be available to celebrate Sunday Mass and a lay person would lead the liturgy instead.  

We know that some of these changes will be difficult for people. Many people like attending the 

same Mass and meeting their friends and for some that Mass might not be celebrated anymore. 

However, every Church will continue to have a weekend Mass and we have tried as best we can 

to ensure that a Saturday evening and a Sunday morning Mass is available within a reasonable 

distance for everyone. Also, it is our hope that having fewer Masses will allow us to make our 

liturgies more prayerful.  

I would like to thank you for your understanding and support. In particular, I would like to thank 

the members of our pastoral councils who contributed so much to drawing up our new Mass 

schedule and who, along with all the people of our parishes, work so hard to keep our parish and 

cluster alive and vibrant. 

  


